CHAPTER XV
the invasion of india : delhi to nadirabad
from the Shalimar gardens Nadir proceeded as far as Sirhind by the
route which he had followed on his outward march. The long and richly-
laden baggage train proved an irresistible bait to the more daring of the
peasants, who on several occasions attacked and looted the rear end of the
train ; it is said that Nadir lost 1,000 baggage animals and their loads
in this way before he reached Thanesar.1 Enraged by these exploits
of the peasants, he ordered massacres wherever they had occurred, and
thus added to the devastation and havoc wrought by his men on the way
to Delhi.
The heat on the plains was already so considerable that the soldiers
and camp-followers suffered greatly. In order to reach the foothills
more rapidly and so escape to some extent from the heat. Nadir turned
to the north at Sirhind, and marched via Sialkot to Akhnur on the Chenab
river.8 An additional reason for this change of route was that the country-
side between Sirhind and Lahore had been so ravaged on the outward
march that sufficient provisions for the troops and fodder for the animals
would not have been available.8
Just after his departure from Delhi, Nadir had dispatched Hayatullah
Khan, the eldest son of Zakariya Khan, to Lahore, in company with
' Abdu'1-Baqi Khan, with orders to collect a crore of rupees from that
city. As soon as Zakariya Khan was informed of this order, he raised
more than the sum demanded, and took it in person to Nadir, whom he
met somewhere to the N.E. of Lahore. Zahariya Khan then accompanied
Nadir as far as the Chenab.4
Akhnur was reached on the 2yth Safar ($th June); here the troops
were able to refresh themselves by bathing in the cold waters of the
Chenab ; their sufferings from the great heat had been much aggravated
by their heavy clothing, and many deaths had occurred every day.8
Copious rains in the mountainous country to the north had caused the
1 Hanway, Vol. IV, p. 199.
 *	T.N., p. 208, Baym, foL 27 (b), Anand Ram, fol. 179 (a).
 *	Bayan, fol. 27 (a) and 27 (b).
 *	Anand Ram, fol. 178 (b).
«Bayan, fol. 27 (b), T.N., p. 208.   Irakli II also speaks of the terrible heat and of the numbers
of men who succumbed to it.   (H. de la G,, Vol. II, Part II, p. 362).
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